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of his father's marriage settlement Stevenson had six
months before received a sum of ^3000, and it was in
the first instance upon the strength of this that he
planned the voyage. As he wrote to Mr. Baxter, '(If
this business fails to set me up, well, ^2000 is gone,
and I know I can't get better/' On the other hand, if it
restored his health, he had received a most liberal offer
from Messrs. M'Clure for a series of letters describing
his experiences in the Pacific.

Along with the yacht, at the owner's request, thev
gladly engaged his skipper, Captain Otis, who knew
the Casco well, and the cook, a Chinaman, who passed
himself off as a Japanese. The former choice they had
no reason to regret, for the captain showed himself a
bold and skilful seaman, who, beginning the voyage
with a supreme contempt for his new employers, ended
it as an intimate and valued friend, whose portrait for
the rest may be found in the pages of The Wrecker. A
crew of four deck-hands, ''three Swedes and the
inevitable Finn," was engaged by the captain, and
four "sea-lawyers" they proved to be; a reporter,
trying to ship himself as a hand, was ejected, and a
passage was with great difficulty refused to a Seventh-
Day Adventist, who afterwards with a crew of his
fellow-believers travelled over the whole of the South
Seas.

The destination of the Casco was next to be settled.
Stevenson himself was anxious to begin with a long
voyage, " counting/' says his wife, " on the warm sea
air as the strongest factor in his cure, if cure it was to be.
If, on the other hand, it was to be death, he wished it
to be so far away from land that burial at sea should be
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